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a network processor communicating with the gateway via the communication Unk and with a 
data network and operative^to receive the collected call billing data in the first data 
structure format^ [and] convert ra^ collected call billing data from the first data structure 
format to a second data structure fotoiat . and transmit the call billing data in the second 
data structure format to the data networMbr billing processing . 





7. (Once Amended) The am)aratus of claim 1 [fiirther comprising a] wherein the data 
network [communicating with the network process, and] is configured to periodically receive the 
call billing data in the second data stru6<jire format for billing processing. 

10. (Once Amended) AA apparatus for managing call billing records for users of a 
communications network, composing: 

a network having communications capabilities to carry user calls; 

a signaling gateway communicatingwith the network and operative to collect call billing data 

resulting fi"om the calls in a first dar^ structure format; 
a communication link coupled to the signMing gateway; and 

a network processor communicating with tfte signaling gateway via the communication link 
and with a data network and operative to convert the collected call billing data fi:*om the 
first data structure format to a second data\structure format conducive to conducting 
billing processing and transmit the call billing d ^ta in the second data structure format to 
the data network for billing processing . 



11. (Once Amended) The apparatus of claim 10 [fiirther Comprising a] wherein the data 
network [communicating with the network processor and] is operaiiye to periodically receive the 
call billing data in the second data structure format for billing processing. 



2 



09710-1004 



COS-99-034 



/^vA ^ (Once Amended) apparatus of claim 10 [further comprising a] wherein the data 
^ /network [communicating with\^je network process, and] is configured to receive the call billing 
data in the second data structure format for billing processing. 




(Once Amended) A method of managing call billing records of users of a 
/ communications networ^ comprising: 

providing a first computer device, a second computer device, and a communication link, the 
first computer device communicating with the network and the second computer device 
communicating with the fir^ computer device via the communication link and with a data 
network : 

collecting call billing data with the fir^ computer device in a first data structure format; 
transferring the call billing data using, a data communications protocol from the first 

computer device to the second computerdevice; [and] 
converting the call billing data with the secono^omputer device from the first data structure 

format to a second data structure format : and 
transmitting the call billing data in the second data sbqicture format to the data network for 

billing processing . 




22. (Once AmendedjN^ method of managing call billing records generated from usage within 
(communications network byuisers, comprising: 

providing a signaling gatew^ communicating with the network and a network processor 

communicating with the signaling gatewa y and with a data network : 
collecting call billing data with the signaling gateway ice in a first data structure format; 
transferring the call billing data usingV data communications protocol from a signaUng 

gateway to the network processor; [and] 
converting the call billing data with the networlc^rocessor from the first data structure format 
to a second data structure format conducive to pi^cessing billing information : and 



